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PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA 
MINISTER  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 


Edmonton,  Alberta 

20th  February,  1947. 


To  the  Honourable  J.  C.  Bowen, 

Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Alberta, 


Sir; 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  seoond  Annual 
Report  of  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare  whioh  covers 
the  ^isoal  year  ending  31st  March,  1946. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  CROSS 

Minister. 
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REPORT 
of  the 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 
1945  -  1946 

Edmonton,  Alberta* 
January  31,  1947. 

Honourable  W.  W.  Cross ,  M.  D. , 

Minister  of  Puolic  Welfare, 

Edmonton,  Alberta. 

Sir: 


As  required  by  Section  7  of  the  Department  of  Publio 
Welfare  Act  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Second  Annual 
Report  of  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare. 

The  Department  consists  of  the  following  branches  and 
a  separate  report  on  the  activities  of  each  branch  is  submitted 
herewith: 

The  Relief  Branoh  (including  medical  and  hospital 
services  for  indigents) 

The  Veteran’s  Welfare  Commission 
Single  Men's  Division 
Rehabilitation  Branch 
Child  Welfare  Branch 
Mothers'  Allowance  Branch 
Old  Age  Pensions  Branch 
Accounting  Branch 

and  it  administers  the  following  statutes  under  the  provisions  of 
Oraur-in-Council  521/44: 

The  Bureau  of  Public  Welfare  Act 
The  Metis  Population  Betterment  Act 
The  Child  Welfare  Act 
The  Juvenile  Court  Act 
The  Juvenile  Offenders  Act 
The  Relief  Liability  Act 

The  Improvement  Districts  Act  as  to  Sections  43,44  and  45 

The  Unemployment  Relief  Aot 

The  Homes  for  Aged  or  Infirm  Act 

Unuiiyloymen t  relief  has  continued  to  remain  at  a  low 
figure  throughout  the  year  and  this  was  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that  full  employment  continued  to  be  available  for  everyone  who  was 
able  and  willing  to  work.  The  demand  for  indigent  services  including 
hospital  and  medical  attention  continues  to  show  an  increase  and  this 
is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  persons  who  had  previously  been 
classified  as  semi-employable  are  now  being  placed  in  the  indigent 
category  and  the  desire  of  the  Government  to  extend  its  services  to 
better  the  conditions  of  people  who  are  actually  in  need. 

The  Department’s  re-establishment  and  rehabilitation 
polioy  continues  to  show  satisfactory  results.  Several  hundred  un¬ 
employed  families  have  been  successful  in  becoming  re-established 
through  the  assistance  given,  while  the  action  of  individual  members 
of  the  staff  has  resulted  in  placing  many  persons  in  employment  of  a 
nature  other  than  could  be  arranged  through  the  National  Employment 
Oflcj, 
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The  Metis  Settlement  Scheme  has  continued  to  show 
considerable  progress  and  this  must  be  regarded  as  highly  satisfactory 
considering  the  difficulties  frequently  encountered  in  work  of  this 
nature. 


The  Singlemen's  Depots  and  Recreation  Camps  provide 
for  the  aged  or  physically  unfit  single  men.  These  Depots  are  being 
kept  up  to  the  highest  point  of  efficiency  and  they  are  regarded  as 
being  the  most  suitable  method  of  looking  after  single  persons.  The 
persons  residing  therein  seem  happy  and  contented  and  they  express 
the  feeling  that  they  are  highly  satisfied  with  their  lot. 

The  method  of  providirg  medical  services  in  the  remote 
areas  of  the  Province  similar  to  that  which  has  been  in  effect  for 
many  years  is  being  continued.  Two  additional  doctors,  making  a  total 
of  sixteen  doctors  and  two  hurses,  are  under  oontract  to  supply  medioal 
aid  in  the  remote  areas  of  the  Province  while  medical  supplies  and 
equipment  are  being  furnished  to  local  nurses  in  districts  where  no 
other  form  of  medical  services  are  available. 

Although  the  policy  of  providing  for  assistance  to 
families  of  the  Interned  Enerqy  Aliens  has  been  dropped  there  are  still 
a  few  families  of  Japanese  Ev«cuees  who  are  being  provided  with  assist¬ 
ance  under  an  agreement  with  the  Dominion  Government . 

During  the  year  it  was  decided  to  consolidate  inspec¬ 
tion  work  of  the  various  branches  of  the  Department  and  a  separate 
Inspection  Branch  wae  established.  Thu  Province  has  now  been  devided 
into  nine  zones  with  a  local  Inspector  in  each  zone.  These  Inspectors 
are  required  to  visit. at  least  twice  in  each  year  every  person  who  ia 
receiving  assistance  in  any  form  and  report  thereon  to  the  Department. 

It  is  found  that  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  welfare 
matters  is  being  shown  by  the  public  at  large  and  it  is  reasonable  to 
expect  that  the  work  will  in  future  years  continue  to  show  a  gradual 
increase. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
appreciation  for  the  loyal  and  faithful  support  that  has  been  given  by 
eaoh  and  every  member  of  the  staff  throughout  the  year.  The  type  of 
work  which  is  performed  in  a  Department  such  as  this  requires  prompt¬ 
ness  and  efficiency  at  all  times  and,  in  view  of  the  conditions  that 
have  prevailed  it  would  have  been  very  difficult  without  this  support 
to  have  given  this  efficient  service. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

'  I 

;  I  . 

I  V-  ""  • 

A.  A.  MACKENZIE 

Deputy  Minister  of  Public 
Welfare • 
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department  of  public  welfare 

REPORT, FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  APRIL  1.  1945  to  MARCH  31.  1946. 


During  the  above  period  the  situation  as  regards  assist¬ 
ance  for  indigent  end  sick  persons  was  continued  as  in  former  years 
and  jrfh  iWm3  w  wlig'hT  ino7»ease  weT  i!be  tsrM/i  firoV] 

•»***•  •«*>>  >*** 

-  »*'  v  ■vW';,sK  ^  l|V«yi^  A--  '.'  nKvv  sv  w;>v.i 

V.  W  Sih*  i  xVv«  *K>-S  ^S»  V'»tK»s4  *vv  *’KU<iv^U  yMAUA 

»V  •ntux^v^X  '>V*.'s^»v*v  AiKi  »HU  r*u*Vuv% 

rsrr  £OvN*.  A*t**tt?  *v*  *vr>  UMU  ***v.\W*  *A***\U\\  *»e*  *  % 

there  *ere  a  *w*ber  of  NvrstarUv*  >nm^a  a^  \ t  <V*>  Utt** 

Wl  i.V  .V^wwmm  v,v>  a*  av^>Nvai>  W*  «*mv 

,s*  x%SbAx  vaaVU  W  *vN'*vv*  th*  tv\  y*  ^iv  <km^  *v*vUt\» 

fw  than:  **st  sN*  tM*  ikwniM  \t  »aa  f*\t  that  Asva*  «mmi 

2#xve»s*rv. 

In  cases  of  indigent  persons  who  had  *>j»tsHbU**h<Kt  rrttd* 
enoe  in  I-oeai  ImpTvvervrtt  Districts,  or  whotv  no  residence  was  estab¬ 
lished,  necessary  assistance  was  ptvvidcd  tn  large  part  through  our 
agents,,  the  local  detachments  of  the  R.C.M.F.,  which  assistance  was 
ohorged  against  the  particular  Local  Improvement  District  in  which 
residence  had  been  established  and  was  paid  for  through  the  Provinoe. 

The  general  situation  was  the  same  here  as  in  organized  municipalities. 
Due  to  employment  being  available  for  all  physically  and  mentally  fit 
persons,  practically  no  assistance  was  required  for  those  in  this 
category.  However,  some  help  was  given  to  the  partially  unfit  and  in 
cases  of  temporary  sickness,  but  much  the  greater  part  was  given  to 
care  for  the  aged  and  infirm  and  these  latter  will  remain  publio 
charges  indefinitely.  Medical  attention  and  hospitalization  was  also 
provided  for  this  type  of  person.  For  those  totally  unfit  to  oare  for 
themselves,  even  though  financial  assistance  might  have  been  provided, 
and  who  had  no  one  to  look  after  them,  provision  was  made  for  their 
care  in  private  nursing  hemes,  Salvation  Army  Hostels,  St.  Joseph'3 
Hospital,  Macleod  General  Hospital  and  other  institutions  of  a  similar 
nature.  Quite  a  number  of  those  in  this  category  were  Old  Age  Pension¬ 
ers,  whose  pensions  were  applied  either  partially  or  in  whole  against 
the  cost. 


Assistance  was  also  necessary  in  quite  a  number  of 
cases  where  men  had  been  discharged  from  the  services  without  pension, 
and  in  a  few  cases  where  a  man  having  deserted,  dependents*  allowances 
to  the  families  were  discontinued.  There  were  also  cases  of  discharged 
men  failing  to  return  to  their  families,  leaving  them  destitute  and 
in  need  of  assistance  from  public  fund3.  A  number  of  these  families 
came  into  Alberta  from  other  provinces,  whioh  oreated  quite  a  problem 
for  the  Bureau,  as  shelter  had  to  be  found  for  them  until  such  time  as, 
having  taken  their  cases  up  with  the  provinoe  responsible  for  them  and 
permission  obtained  from  such  province,  arrangements  were  made  for 
their  return.  With  the  housing  situation  as  it  was  a  great  deal  of 
time  was  used  in  finding  suitable  accommodation  and  in  the  interval 
the  expense  was  borne  by  the  Alberta  Provincial  Government. 

During  the  war  years  men  who  ordinarily  would  not  be 
given  employment  were  able  to  obtain  work  as  watchmen  etc,  etc.  Now 
the  servicemen  are  returning  it  has  been  found  that  these  old  people 
cannot  obtain  such  employment  and  have  to  be  looked  after  in  some  form 
or  other.’  This  situation  is  likely  to  become  greater  as  time  goes  on 
and  more  exoervioemen  are  given  employment. 

Allowances  granted  to  Japanese  families,  who  had  been 
moved  from  British  Columbia  to  the  Lethbridge  district  and  who  were 
the  sole  responsibility  of  the  federal  government,  were  also  administer¬ 
ed  through  this  Bureau. 
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In  conolusion,  practically  every  type  of  assistance 
given  was  provided  for  those  either  partially  or  fully  unemployable 
for  reasons  of  age  or  health,  unmarried  mothers  with  young  ohildren, 
or  to  those  with  exceptionally  large  families  of  young  ohildren  where 
the  earning  powers  of  the  responsible  provider  were  inadequate  for 
their  support. 

Appended  is  a  statement  giving  a  breakdown  of  the 
varioue  types  of  assistance  provided. 


R.  WILDING 

Supervisor. 
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Cities.  Tpim,  VU1m?s  *  Specie  1  Arens 


iT^Tvwjwnt  Ifce  trw*t* 

f«*l»  «!l*tMa£k  s-V u*  ri 

Transients 


£asi 

#  »,W**a* 


40,369*89 

JLS&iS* 


151,185.85 


INDIGENT  RELIEF 


Speoial  Areas 

- 

Food,  fuel,  olothing,  shelter 

7,555,80 

»i 

M 

- 

Maintenance  in  homes 

3,781.22 

« 

♦I 

M 

Doctors  &  Hospitals 

5,012.94 

n 

n 

- 

Transportation 

45.85 

•i 

w 

Oft 

Burials 

348,00 

L.  I.  D, 

. 

Maintenance  in  hemes 

29,005.65 

« 

- 

Doctors  &  Hospitals 

32,038.57 

H 

- 

Transportati  on 

1,173.45 

» 

l 

m 

Buria Is 

556.64 

Transients 

Maintenance  in  homes 

4,353.23 

n 

- 

Doctors  &  Hospitals 

3,591.68 

w 

- 

Transportat ion 

1,181.92 

H 

- 

Burials 

43.00 

16,743.81 


62,774.31 


9,169.83 


139,873.60 


JAPANESE 

(Recoverable  from  the  Federal  Government) 


Food,  fuel,  olo thing,  shelter 


2,293.28 


q-  r  f 

■  !;"‘S 


142,166.88 
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GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA 
DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 
SINGLE  MEN’S  DIVISION 


Edmonton,  Albert  a 

Deo  ember  16  th,  1946. 


A.  A.  Mackenzie,  Esq., 

Deputy  Minister, 

Department  of  Public  Welfare. 

Sir: 

i 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  a  brief  sum¬ 
mary  of  the  operations  of  the  Single  Men’s  Division  durlig 
the  financial  year  April  1st,  1945,  to  March  31st,  1946* 


W.  A*  R.  REES. 


.  ! 
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GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA 
DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 
SINGLE  MEN'S  DIVISION 


A  brief  summary  of  the  assistance  afforded  to  the 
single  unemployed  men  in  the  Province. 


Assistance  was  given  to  single  men  who  through  age  or 
physical  disability  were  unable  to  provide  for  themselves.  They  also 
had  not  established  residence  in  any  municipality,  town  or  city  in 
the  Province. 

The  Provinoe  maintains  four  institutions  for  the  care 
of  single  homeless  unemployed  men.  There  is  an  institution  at 
Edmonton,  the  Old  Immigration  Hall,  and  one  at  Calgary,  the  Ogden 
Hostel.  Two  depots  in  the  country  are  also  operated.  One  is  at  Gunn, 
thirty  miles  west  and  twenty  miles  north  of  Edmonton  -  the  other  at 
Evnnsburg,  seventy  miles  west  of  Edmonton. 

HOSTELS: 


At  Calgary  there  is  the  Ogden  Hostel.  Here  the  single 
men,  provincial  charges  who  are  unable  to  earn  Iheir  livelihood,  are 
cared  for.  Men  from  the  southern  portion  of  the  province  are  sent 
■here.  Two  hundred  can  be  looked  after  at  the  establishment  and  there 
are  medical  orderlies  working  under  the  supervision  of  a  local  doctor 
who  can  provide  hospital  care  to  a  limited  extent  as  prescribed  by  the 
doctor. 

Land  has  been  obtained  in  close  proximity  to  the 
Hospital  where  vegetables  are  grown  for  conwxption  at  Ogden  Hostel. 
During  the  spring  and  sumner  lettuce,  radishes  and  the  usual  garden 
truck  is  gathered  daily  and  served  with  the  meals. 

The  single  men  in  the  Northern  portion  of  the  province 
who  require  assistance  are  oared  for  at  the  Old  Immigration  Hall , 
Edmonton.  There  they  are  registered  and  after  particulars  of  their 
qualifications  etc.  has  been  obtained  they  are  sent  to  the  University 
Clinic  for  a  medical  examination. 

If,  after  examination  at  the  Medical  Clinic,  medical 
attention  is  recommended,  it  is  provided.  Men  who  require  medical 
attention,  other  than  hospitalization,  are  cared  for  at  the  Old 
Immigration  Hall  and  sent  to  the  University  Clinic  for  the  medioal 
aids  neoessary.  The  men  whom  the  Clinic  certify  fit  to  be  cared  for 
at  a  Welfare  Depot  in  the  country  are  sent  to  one  of  the  two  Depots* 

Special  diets,  if  necessary,  are  provided  at  the  Ogden 
Hostel  arri  the  Old  Immigration  Hall  for  such  persons  as  the  medical 
advisers  prescribe. 

Particulars  of  the  meals  serve’d  during  a  week  at  one  of 
the  institutions  is  shown  at  tiie  end  of  this  report. 

WELFARE  DEPOTS: 

Two  Welfare  Depots  situated  in  the  country  west  of 
Edmonton  are  operated  as  previously  mentioned.  These  two  depots  are 
both  Situated  on  gravelled  highway  near  a  railway  depot  and  have  a 
daily  Bus  service  to  and  from  Edmontai  -  they  are  also  within  easy 
walking  distance  of  a  town  or  village. 

The  men  live  in  huts;  eight  to  ten  men  to  a  hut  and  they 
eat  at  a  central  dining  hall.  At  the  depots  there  are  wash  houses  with 
hot  and  cold  water,  showers,  eto.  Tnore  is  also  a  recreation  hut  where 
there  are  magazines,  playing  cards  eto.,  and  a  radio.  Books  are  al80 
obtained  from  the  Edmontai  Public  Library  and  other  institutions  and 
organizations. 


1/2/47 


-  9  - 

Eaoh  Depot  has  a  large  vegetable  garden  where  sufficient 
vegetables  are  grown  to  supply  the  depot  kitchen  throughout  the  year* 
Peas,  beans, lettuce ,  radish  and  the  usual  other  garden  products  are 
also  grown  and  served  in  season. 

The  men  at  the  Depots,  in  addition  to  keeping  their  huta 
clean  and  tidy,  take  their  turn  in  kitchen  fatigue  and  help  in  the 
garden  if  they  are  physioally  able  to  do  so.  Many  of  the  men  have  their 
own  garden  plots  and  are  permitted  to  take  whatever  they  grow  to  the 
depot  kitchen  to  be  cooked  for  their  own  use.  A  large  number  of  the 
men  also  have  their  own  flower  gardens  planted  around  their  huts* 

The  Gunn  Depot  is  situated  on  a  School  Section.  Cows 
are  kept  and  the  milk  obtained  is  used  at  the  depot  kitchen.  Hogs  are 
also  fattened  during  the  year  from  the  kitchen  slops  and  killed  for 
consumption  by  the  men  of  the  depot.  Chiokens  are  also  kept. 

The  Depot  is  within  half  a  mile  of  the  village  of  Gunn 
end  Lake  Ste.  Anne  where  the  men  can  fish  and  swim  and  go  boating. 

The  Evansburg  Depot  is  situated  on  the  banks  of  the 
Pembina  River  and  is  abcut  midway  between  the  village  of  Evansburg  and 
Entwistle.  The  villages  are  approximately  a  mile  from  the  Depot. 

Tobacco  is  issued  to  the  men  twice  a  month. 

Many  of  the  men  at  the  depot  obtain  casual  work  frcm 
the  villages  and  neighbouring  farmers.  They  are  allowed  to  keep  their 
earnings. 

CLOTHING; 

The  occupants  of  the  Hostels  and  the  Depots  are  issued 
clothing  when  required. 

EX-SERVICEMEN: 

The  ex-servicemen  provided  for  are  veterans  of  the  First 
Great  War  and  are  those  not  eligible  for  the  Burnt  Out  Pension  provided 
by  the  Federal  Government,  Many  are  men  who  fought  with  the  Imperial 
Forces  and,  did  not  ccme  to  Canada  until  after  the  cessation  of  hostili¬ 
ties  in  November,  1918.  These  ex-servicemen  are  oared  for  in  the  cities 
of  Edmonton  and  Calgary.  The  ex-servicemen-  provided  for  in  Edmonton 
live  in  rooming  houses  and  obtain  their  meals  in  various  cafes  in  the 
oity. 

At  Calgary  they  are  given  vouchers  and  eaoh  individual 
makes  his  own  arrangements  for  food  and  shelter. 

A  veteran  may,  if  he  so  desires,  live  at  one  of  the 
various  institutions  operated  by  the  Department. 

Clothing  is  provided  for  the  veterans  and  they  also 
receive  a  by-monthly  issue  of  tobacco. 

OCCUPATIONS: 

An  examination  of  the  Registration  Cards  of  the  single 
men  being  cared  for  shows  that  the  greater  proportion  were  oonmon 
labourers.  Most  of  the  others  are  from  the  semi-skilled  and  seasonal 
trades, 

AGES: 

Between  sixty  and  seventy  per  cent  of  the  men  oared  for 
are  over  sixty  years  of  age  -  many  are  over  seventy.  Those  over  seventy 
are  unable  to  obtain  an  Old  Age  Pension  for  divers  reasons.  In  most 
cases  it  is  due  to  their  being  un-naturalized. 
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The  younger  men  that  require  assistance  are  physically 
or  mentally  unable  to  provide  for  themselves.  There  is  also  «  small 
number  of  individuals  who  have  been  discharged  from  hospital  or  ore 
suffering  from  various  temporary  illnesses  end  require  assistance  until 
they  oan  got  on  their  foot  again. 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS: 

During  the  war  years  many  of  the  older  men  who  hod  been 
unemployed  for  ten  years  or  more  were  able  to  reoeive  employment  duo 
to  the  younger  men  Joining  his  MaJeaty’B  Forces.  Some  of  tho  men  over 
sovonty  yearn  of  age  became  pelf  supporting.  New  that  hoatllttlsa  art 
over  than*  older  nun  are  being  replaced  by  discharged  aafv loomed  and 
at\<  returning  to  the  oarw  of  this  hups  rtmehlu 

Tile  number  or  old  hon*»at*wdara  and  robHi'lisd 

by  th»  tl.O.M.tS  and  nth** re  na  bring  unable  to  Bars  far  themaelvas  lb 
their  imaly  oahina  haa  increased  aonstdurahly  ths  last  y«sr  ar  as* 

Many  when  offered  oare  in  an  institution  refuse  to  leave  their  oabina 
and  It  tekes  oonsidorable  persuasion  to  get  most  of  them  to  oome  in. 


V 
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SINGLE  MEN’S  DIVISION 
MENU 


BREAKFAST 


Rolled  Oats 
Boiled  Eggs 
Warmed  Potatoes 
Broad  and  Butter 
Coffee  or  Milk 

Cruam  of  Wheat 
Friod  Suus.-ge 
Potatoes 

Bread  and  Butter 
Coffee  or  Milk 

Rolled  Oats 
Scrambled  Eggs 
Fried  Potatoes 
Bread  and  Butter 
Coffee  or  Milk 

Cream  of  Wheat 

Hash 

Potatoes 

Bread  and  Butter 
Coffee  or  Milk 


Rolled  Oats 
Hot  Cakes  and  Jam 
Coffee  or  Milk 
Bread  and  Butter 


Craam  of  wheat 
Scrambled  Eggs 
Fried  Potatoes 
Bread  and  Butter 
Coffee  or  Milk 

Rolled  Oats 
Hot  Cakes,  Jam 
and  Butter 
Coffee  or  Milk 


Sunday 


Monday 


Tuesday 


Wednesday 


Thursday 


Friday 


Saturday 


SUPPER 

Cream  of  Tomato  Soup 
Roast  Beef,  Boiled  Potatoei 
Cabbage,  Bread  and  Butter 
Cream  Pie, 

Tea  or  Milk 

Puree  of  Split  Pea 
BGt>f  Stew,  Potatoes  & 

Green  Peas,  Bread  &  Butter 
Apple  Sauce, 

Tua  or  Milk 

Vegetable  Soup 
Fried  Fish 

Mashed  Potatoes,  Sour  Krau- 
Custard  Pie,  Bread  &  Butte: 
Tea  or  Milk 

Bean  Soup 
Boiled  Beef 

Baked  Potatoes,  Mashed 
Turnip,  Bread  and  Butter, 

Cake 

Tea  or  Milk 
Noodle  Soup 

Bologna,  Mashed  Potatoes  & 
Beets,  Bread  &  Butter, 
Cheese,  Cream  Pudding 
Tea  or  Milk 

Potato  Soup 
Macaroni  and  Cheese 
Baked  Potatoes,  Turnip, 
Custard  Pie,  Bread  &  Butte: 
Tea  or  Milk 

Vegetable  Soup 
Liver  and  Onions 
Mashed  Potatoes,  Creamed 
Carrots,  Bread  and  Butter 
Cake ,  Tea  or  Coffee 


DAILY  NOON  DAY  SNACK:  Soup,  Bread,  Tea  or  Milk. 


Note:  Copy  taken  from  the  weekly  returns  of  menus  served 
week  taiding  November  23rd,  1946,  Gunn  Welfare  Depot* 


1/2/47 


. 


, 


. 


.  '  . 


12  - 


VETERANS *  WELFARE  AND  ADVISORY  COMMISSION 


With  the  approach  and  eventual  oeesation  of  hostilities 
in  Europe  and  Japan  and  consequent  preparation  for  demobilization  of 
the  three  armed  sorvicus,  increased  demands  wore  made  on  the  services 
offered  to  veterans  by  the  commission. 

I  a  order  that  a  complete  record  of  Alberta  citizens  who 
participated  in  all  branches  cf  the  Allied  Faroes  could  be  compiled 
arrangements  wore  completed  to  have  tho  disposal  centres  of  tho  Navy, 
Army  and  Air  Force  furnish  tho  commission  with  nominal  rolls  of  all 
personnel  with  their  addresses  on  discharge.  This  has  been  catalogued 
for  reference  and  follow  up  work. 

Provincial  Activities 


Over  ninety  Citizens*  Rehabilitation  Committees  have 
been  set  up  covering  the  whole  of  the  province  and  contact  maintained. 
Conventions  of  these  committees  were  held  in  Calgary  and  Edmonton 
covering  the  southern  and  northern  zones  respectively.  Conventions 
lasted  for  throe  days  during  which  time  the  whole  schemes  of  rehabili¬ 
tation  both  federal  and  provincial,  were  discussed  to  the  mutual 
benefit  of  all  concerned. 

Interest  in  Land  Settlement 

Kwoii  interest  has  been  evinced  by  veterans  in  the  Pro¬ 
vincial  Land  Settlement  Scheiuo  with  nearly  1,000  applications  having 
been  received  during  the  period  under  review.  Added  impetus  was  given 
to  this  project  by  the  signing  of  an  agreement  with  the  senior  govern¬ 
ment  so  that  veterans  filing  on  provincial  lands  would  be  granted  an 
advance  of  $2,320.00  in  machinery,  building  material,  clearing,  etc., 
and  on  the  successful  completion  ,  of  the  ten-year  lease  this  advance 
would  be  cancelled.  The  value  of  these  advances  should  be  more 
apparent  ss  land  settlement  continues. 

As  a  result  of  further  negotiations  with  Veterans’  Lend 
Act  officials  this  grant  has  also  been  extended  to  members  of  the  Metis 
Colonies  throughout  the  province. 

•  Continued  liaison  has  been  maintained  with  the  three 

armed  services,  also  with  Dominion  and  Provincial  officials  of  the 
Deportment  of  Veterans’  Affairs.  Efforts  of  the  Canadian  Logiou  to 
have  the  weaknesses  of  federal  legislation  ironed  out  as  they  appear 
have  been  followed  closely.  Chairman  of  the  commission  attended  both 
provincial  and  dominion  conventions  of  the  Canadian  Legion  B.E.S.L., 
ir*  an  advisory  capacity  and  at  the  request  of  the  provincial  president 
sat  in  on  council  meetings. 

Veterans  Housing 

With  the  approaching  mass  demobilization  conoern  was 
felt  at  the  totally  inadequate  housing  facilities  for  veterans  and 
their  families  being  discharged.  While  this  situation  was  not  peculiar 
to  Alberta  it  appeared  to  be  more  aggravated  here  as  canplaints  were 
being  received  from  all  over  the  province. 

Meetings  were  iuld  with  various  municipal  bodies  and 
plans  discussed.  It  being  the  concensus  of  opinion  that  the  problem 
was  federal  in  its  scope  the  chairman  accompanied  a  delegation  from 
Calgary  and  Edmonton  to  meet  federal  authorities  at  Ottawa. 

The  provincial  government’s  efforts  in  acquiring  United 
States  army  properties  at  Dawson  Creek  and  turning  same  over  to  the 
city  of  Edmonton  to  be  used  for  the  erection  of  veterans'  suites, 
chiefly  University  students,  was  one  measure  that  helped  greatly  in 
easing  the  desperate  housing  shortage  in  Edmonton. 


■ 


. 


13 


Personal  Service 


Personnel  from  overseas  wore  arriving  haok  in  evor- 
iilcreaaing  numburs  during  the  year#  The  oasualties,  mostly  through 
sioknoss  caused  during  the  long  vigil  in  the  Battle  of  Britain, 
were  orowding  the  hoopit ala< 

Veterans  who  had  married  overseas  were  anxious  to  got 
their  Wives  to  this  country.  In  some  oases  the  wives  arrived  ahead 
of  their  husbands. 

Requests  for  assistance  in  the  many  problems  of  re¬ 
habilitation  became  more  numerous  daily.  However,  the  preparatory 
work  of  the  commission  during  its  organization  was  able  to  handle 
all  applications  satisfactorily. 

Meetings  of  the  commission  are  held  from  time  to  time 
to  discuss  particular  problems  as  -they  nriae. 

In  February,  1946,  the  Salvage  Allocation  Committee 
was  set  up  with  the  chairman  representing  the  veterans’  interests. 

The  function  of  this  comnittee  is  to  allocate  building  materials  from 
National  Defence  training  camps,  acquired  by  the  provincial  government, 
to  assist  veterans  end  others  in  building  their  own  homes. 

The  chairman  also  acted  on  the  committee  set  up  by  the 
provincial  government  to  arbitrate  on  any  difficulties  experienced 
in  the  re-establishment  into  civil  employment  of  government  employees. 

Appearing  before  the  Bovey  Royal  Commission  the  chair¬ 
man  outlined  the  government’s  policy  of  veterans*  preference,  credits 
accorded  for  academio,  professional  and  trade  skills  acquired  during 
service  in  the  armed  forces,  also  appearing  before  members  of  the 
veterans’  comnittee  of  the  House  of  Commons  at  Ottawa. 

In  conclusion  the  comnittee  is  geared  to  handle  the 
problems  that  will  ooour  on  general  demobilization  and  those  attendant 
upon  re-establishment  into  civilian  occupation. 

/ 

■.  /  t 


E.  BROWN,  Chairman. 

.  •  -  \  •  .  ) 
'Vi’./.  .  ’  VjU' 
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GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA 
Department  of  Public  Welfare 


Edmonton,  Alberta. 
January  18th,  1947. 


A.  A.  Mackenzie,  Esq., 

Deputy  Minister, 

Department  of  Public  Welfare. 


I  respectfully  submit  herewith  a  brief  sunmary 
of  the  operations  of  the  Program  for  the  re-habilitati on 
and  re-establishment  of  Metis. 


A.  C.  McCULLY 
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REHABILITATION  AND  Ik- ESTABLISHMENT 
METIS  SETTLEMENT  AREAS 

Year  ending  March  31st. 1946 

Development  and  settlement  of  Metis  Colonies  in  recent 
years  has  centred  chiefly  in  two  of  the  Areas  -  Beaver  River  Area  No.7 
and  Keg  River  Area  No.l.  The  Beaver  River  Area  contains  considerable 
acreage  of  fair  agricultural  land  and  progress  is  beirg  made  in  the 
establishment  of  a  large  settlement  and  in  general  development  of  the 
Area.  The  main  streets  of  the  village  of  Kikino  in  this  Area  have  been 
fenced  wi  th  a  picket  fence  and  whitewashed  twice  yearly  in  conformity 
with  all  buildings  end  houses,  vhich  are  painted  white  with  green  shingle 
stein  on  the  roofs.  This  gives  the  village  a  very  neat  appearance. 

During  the  year  a  good  groin  separator  was  secured  for  this  Colony  which 
had  the  effect  of  inducing  many  of  the  settlers  to  clear  and  break  con¬ 
siderable  additional  land.  The  Keg  River  Area  is  well  located  for  Metis 
settlement  and  contains  large  areas  of  highly  productive  agricultural 
lends,  thu  settlement  and  development  of  which  is  now  making  progress. 
Several  new  settlers,  with  considerable  means,  have  recently  moved  into 
this  Area,  and  with  the  completion  of  the  new  gravelled  highway  to 
Yellowknife,  it  is  felt  that  many  more  will  settle  in  this  Area.  This 
highway  passes  directly  through  the  Colony  and  at  time  of  writing  is 
completed  about  thirty  miles  beyond  the  settlement.  The  Utikuma  -  Big 
Prairie  Area  No. 3  contains  a  limited  area  of  fair  agricultural  land 
and  also  commercial  fishing  resources,  both  of  which  are  being  developed. 
Settlers  are  not  being  encouraged  to  move  into  the  othor  Area3,  however 
tho  present  settlers  in  the  East  Prairie  Area  No. 4  appear  to  be  of  a 
progressive  typu  and  have  erected  a  new  school  house  and  toacherage. 

This  area  oontains  a  limited  amount  of  very  desirable  agricultural  lands 
and  since  the  erection  of  the  new  school  several  more  families  have 
moved  in.  The  Wolf  L&ke  Area  contains  little  or  no  productive  agricul¬ 
tural  land.  Tho  settlers  in  the  Area  are  chiefly  trappers  and  hunters 
who  normally  are  able  to  provide  for  themselves  from  this  occupation. 
Assistance  is  made  available  for  settlers  to  move  from  this  Area  to 
agricultural  lands  either  in  the  Beaver  River  Area  or  the  Keg  River  Area 
and  is  being  taken  advantage  of  by  the  more  progressive  type. 

F^r  distribution  of  settlement  through  the  Areas;  See 

Appendix  "A". 

Many  of  the  residents  of  the  Colonies  who  served  in  the 
Ar>:ed  Forces  have  now  returned  and  for  the  benefit  of  these  and  other 
Metis  veterans  who  wish  to  establish  themselves  in  Metis  colonies,  a 
speoial  agreement  has  been  signed  by  the  Federal  and  Provincial  Govern¬ 
ments  entitling  then  to  the  same  assistance  as  is  granted  to  veterans 
who  settle  on  other  farm  lands,  and  in  addition  they  receive  all  the 
assistance  which  is  given  by  the  Provincial  Government  to  all  Metis  who 
qualify  for  settlement  in  Metis  Colonies. 

Assistance  by  way  of  material  aid  has  been  almost  solely 
confined  to  issues  necessary  to  provide  for  settlers  who  are  unable  to 
work  owing  to  old  age  or  sickness. 

DEYELOPMENT  AND  PERMANENT  IMPROVEMENTS:-  The  program  under  which  the 
settlers  have  been  able  to  give  work  in  return  for  assistance  has  been 
continued  and  under  tho  plan  development  work  has  been  carried  on  during 
the  year  consisting  of: 

! 

Improvements  of  roads  and  trails 
Construction  of  culverts 

Deliveries  of  logs  for  manufacture  into  lumber 
and  shingles  for  use  in  the  Area 
Construction  of  buildings  required  for  use  by  the 
Cov^mrent  Supervisor,  and  to  house  Gove rmrent 
livestock  and  equipment  placed  in  the  Area 
Fencing 

Cleaning  and  development  of  community  land. 
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Further  progress  has  been  made  in  the  agricultural  areas 
in  clearing  and  breaking  land  for  crops,  there  being  now  889  acres 
cleared  and  ready  for  breaking  and  1369  acres  broken  and  under  cultiva¬ 
tion  and  ready  for  crop  next  season.  Over  50$  of  the  settlers  had 
gardens  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  gave  them  reasonable  care  and  aa  a 
result  they  had  sufficient  garden  produce  to  carry  them  through  the 
winter.  The  development  and  cropping  of  the  Community  farm  lands  will 
provide  both  feed  for  the  work  stook  placed  in  the  Area  and  seed  grain 
for  settlers  and  will  also  demonstrate  the  suitability  of  certain  orops 
for  the  various  Areas.  Acreage  plots  of  Alfalfa,  Brome,  Altaswede  and 
Timothy  are  being  grown  as  well  as  Barley,  Oats  and  Flax.  No  plot  is 
less  than  10  acres. 

The  following  public  buildings  have  been  completed  dur- 

ing  the  year: 

At  Keg  River:  '  ‘] 

Government  corrals 

Picket  fencing  on  Village  streets 

Farm  fencing  and  painting 

At  Beaver  River: 

School  house  and  teacherage 
Picket  fencing  on  Village  streets 
Painting 

At  UtiKuma: 

Scnool  house  and  teacherage 

At  East  Prairie  : 

School  house  and  teacherage 

There  are  now  improvements  of  a  permanent  nature  on  the 
Arees  to  a  value  of  $102,787.73. 

For  details  see  attached  statanents  marked  Appendix  "B” 

1  and  2 . 

HOUSING:  There  are  now  on  the  Areas  80  houses  which  comply  with  standard 
requirements,  another  15  are  under  construction  and  138  temporary  shacks. 
The  remainder  of  the  settlers  are  still  living  in  old  buildings  erected 
prior  to  the  settling  cf  the  Area  and  which  are  totally  unfit  for 
healthy  habitation.  This  condition  applies  particularly  in  the  Wolf 
Leke  and  the  Fishing  Lake  Areas  and  great  difficulty  is  being  experienced 
in  prevailing  upon  these  settlers  to  build  new  suitable  homes. 

For  details  in  respect  to  housing  see  Appendix  "A". 

STOCK  AND  EQUIPMENT:  Settlers  participating  in  the  program  now  own 
livestock  and  equipment  as  set  out  below,  all  of  which  has  been  purchas¬ 
ed  from  their  own  resources: 


Mi  lr.  cow  s 

262  he  ad)  _  A  , 

Other  cattle 

357  "  )  Total 

619  head 

Horses 

838 

Hogs 

241 

Sheep 

32 

)  Mink 

40 

Poultry 

1584 

to  a  value  of  approximately  $77 

,616.70.  Settlers’ 

equipment  consisting 

of:  wagons,  sleighs,  harness,  mowers  and  rakes,  is  valued  at  approximat¬ 
ely  $33 ,840.00. 

I:i  order  to  improve  the  settlers’  livestock,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  has  placed  pure  bred  sires  of  all  classes  in  two  of  the  Arses. 
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For  details  of  stock  and  equipment  on  the  various 
Areas,  see  A  n^ndix  "C", 

EDUCATI ON :  As  w0  are  firmly  convinced  that  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the 
best,  means  of  rehabilitating  the  Metis  population  of  the  Provinoo  is 
by  way  of  educating  the  rising  generations,  special  attention  haa  been 
given  to  this  branch  of  the  work.  With  this  in  view  a  new  arrangement 
was  made  with  the  Department  of  Education.  The  Supervisor  of  Metis 
Rehabilitation  is  now  the  Official  Trustee  in  all  Metis  Colony  sohools, 
an  office  whioh  was  formerly  held  by  the  Supervisor  of  the  Division  in 
which  the  various  Metis  Colonies  were  situated.  The  di visional  super¬ 
visor  still  performs  the  actual  classroom  inspection  and  supervision. 

Tic  building  and  maintenance  of  the  schools  and  the  employing  of  the 
teachers  is  the  responsibility  of  this  Department,  I  am  pleased  to 
report  that  during  the  year  under  review  considerable  advancement  was 
made,  five  classrooms  were  in  operation  and  three  new  school  houses 
end  teacherages  were  built.  Schools  which  previously  operated  with  the 
most  limited  supply  of  text,  library  and  reference  books  and  other 
equipment  now  have  as  good  a  supply  of  everything  as  the  average  rural 
school  has. 

The  new  schools  and  teacherages  are  a  credit  to  the 
Distriot,  being  of  good  frame  construction,  well  insulated,  fenced  and 
painted.  They  were  built  with  a  minimum  cost  to  the  Provinoe,  the 
lumber,  sand,  gravel  all  being  produced  on  the  Colony  and  the  work  of 
erection  beiig  supplied  voluntarily  by  the  settlers  under  the  supervision 
of  an  efficient  mechanic,  who  was  the  only  paid  workman.  A  great  deal 
of  credit  is  due  the  local  supervisors  and  settlers  for  these  schools, 
and  they  are  justly  proud  of  their  efforts.  It  is  hoped  that  three  new 
school  rooms  can  be  erected  each  year  until  the  old  log  structures  are 
all  replaced. 

Inspectors  reports  disclose  that  the  average  attendance 
in  these  schools  compares  favorably  with  the  average  attendance  in 
schools  in  pioneer  white  settlements  and  the  progress  made  by  the  Metis 
children  is  reported  as  very  satisfactory.  It  is  also  noted  that  there 
is  a  marked  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  and  general  health  of  these 
children. 

The  improved  living  conditions  of  those  who  now  have 
homes  that  comply  with  the  standard  set  for  houses  in  these  Areas  and 
the  adoption  of  simple  precautions  to  procure  pure  drinking  water,  ho 
doubt  account  to  some  extent  for  this  general  improvement.  However?,, 
difficulty  is  still  being  experienced  in  prevailing  upon  the  settlers 
to  adopt  simple  rules  of  general  sanitation  and  eliminate  overcrowding 
in  their  homes. 

STORES:  In  order  to  make  available,  at  proper  prices,  neoessary 

supplies,  stores  of  staple  goods  are  now  carried  in  two  of  the  Areas, 

Keg  River  No.l  and  Beaver  River  No. 7,  and  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Government  Supervisor  on  each  Area.  This  provides  a  means  to  make 
available  material  required  for  the  erection  of  buildings  (shelter)  other 
than  material  that  may  be  produced  in  the  Area  and  also  food  and  clothing 
(Material  Aid)  when  necessary  and  enables  the  settlers  to  obtain  their 
supplies  at  minimum  prices,  all  goods  being  carried  at  oost  price  plus 
a  snail  handling  cherge  to  cover  the  cost  of  operation.  In  the  Utikuma- 
Big  Prairie  Area  No. 3,  a  store  is  operated  by  the  Utikuma  Metis  Fish¬ 
eries  during  the  fishing  season  and  provides  a  means  of  enabling  the 
settle  it)  to  procure  their  supplies  at  a  minimum  cost  and  is  financed 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  Fishing  Enterprise  carried  on  in  this  Area. 

GAINFUL  AND  SELF-LI D.UI DATING  ENTERPRISES:  In  the  Utikuma  Area  No.  3- 
during  each  season  since  1939  when  the  Area  was  organized,  the  fishermen 
of  the  sottlerrent  have  marketed  the  major  portion  of  their  catch  oo- 
opatively,  selling  through  a  Commission  House  direct  to  the  fish  dealers 
in  the  United  States,  in  place  of  selling  at  the  Lake  to  local  buyers 
ae  had  been  customary  prior  to  the  organization  of  the  Area.  The  adoption 
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of  this  plan  has  enabled  them  to  obtain  the  full  benefit  derived  from 
the  sale  of  carload  shipments  of  graded  fish.  Guidance  in  this  activity 
by  the  Department  was  necessary  as  the  settlers  were  not  faniliar  with 
the  operation  of  a  coranercial  enterprise  of  this  nature. 

With  the  experience  gained  from  five  seasons'  success¬ 
ful  operations,  it  wa3  possible  this  year  for  the  Settlement  Association 
to  assume  a  more  aotive  part  in  the  management  of  the  enterprise.  Some 
80,534  pounds  were  marketed  this  season  through  the  Inland  Fisheries. 
Pike  and  Tulibee  were  sold  to  local  purchasers  at  the  Lake,  at  pre¬ 
vailing  prices,  as  the  value  of  this  class  of  fish  on  the  outside  market 
has  been  too  low  to  permit  packing  and  delivery  profitable  from  Lakes 
situated  at  any  great  distance  from  the  railways  such  as  the  Lakes  in 
this  Area.  Members  of  the  Association  participating  in  the  fishing 
operations  during  the  season  reoeived  $10,921.92. 

TIMBER;  Commercial  Timber  Projeots  were  set  up  and  successfully 
operated  in  the  Keg  River,  Beaver  River,  Utikuma  and  East  Prairie  Areas, 
two  75  H.P,  steam  engines  having  been  purchased  and  the  mills  completely 
overhauled  and  re-set.  All  Public  Funds  used  in  connection  with  these 
projects  were  repaid  out  of  the  sale  of  the  lumber  end  the  profits 
placed  in  the  Metis  Trust  Fund.  These  operations  provided  gainful 
employment  for  a  large  number  of  the  settlers  and  at  the  same  time  made 
it  possible  for  thorn  to  remain  in  their  own  homes  and  look  after  their 
livestook,  rather  than  leaving  to  go  to  distent  lumber  oamps* 
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nrn  property  or 
DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 
library 


GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA 
Department  of  Pvtolio  Welfare 


Edmonton,  Alberta 
February  5,  1947. 


A.  A.  Mackenzie,  Esq., 

Deputy  Minister, 

Department  of  Publio  Welfare 


Sir: 

I  respectfully  submit  a  brief  report  on  the  work 
carried  on  by  the  Mothers’  Allowance  Branch  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  31st  March,  1946. 

'  '''"V  ,  '  '  '  •  '  '  "  '  '  '  .  ,  .  V- 


W.  Bullock, 
Superintendent , 


:• 
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MOTHERS*  ALLOWANCE 


The  Mothers'  Allowance  Act  at  the  present  time  provides 
for  needy  widows  with  a  child  or  children  up  to  the  age  of  16  years, 
and  a  widow  with  a  child  or  ohildren  up  to  the  age  of  18  yeare  who  are 
regularly  attending  sohool.  The  Act  also  provides  for  the  wife  of  e 
man  committed  to  a  Mental  Institute  under  the  Mental  Diseases  Act,  a 
woman  who  has  been  deserted  by  her  husband  for  3  years  or  more  and  a 
woman,  although  not  married,  was  living  in  marital  relations  with  a  mpn 
for  a  period  of  at  least  5  years  and  had  born  children  registered  in 
his  name. 

The  man  must  have  resided  at  the  time  of  his  death  or 
committal  in  the  province  of  Alberta  and  at  the  time  of  application, 
the  woman  must  have  a  child  or  ohildren  as  previously  mentioned  under 
the  age  of  16  years  or  a  child  or  ohildren  under  the  age  of  18  years 
of  age  regularly  attendirg  school. 

Application  for  Mothers'  Allowance  may  be  submitted 
directly  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Mothers'  Allowance  Branch, 
Department  of  Public  Welfare  or  through  the  looal  Municipal  Office. 

On  receipt  of  an  application,  the  Superintendent  recommends  to  the 
Minister,  the  amount  of  the  monthly  allowance  that  is  justified  in 
each  oase. 

The  maximum  allowance  now  being  paid  has  increased 
approximately  65%  over  the  past  10  years.  Incidentally,  all  the 
ohanges  in  the  Act  have  been  made  within  this  period.  The  most  impor¬ 
tant  amendment  came  in  1946  when  the  age  limit  was  raised  from  16  to 
18  years  providing  the  children  in  this  age  group  are  regularly  attend¬ 
ing  school.  This  amendment  will  definitely  benefit  a  large  number  of 
our  children  and  will  enable  them  to  get  additional  education  whioh 
is  so  essential. 

Twenty-five  percent  of  the  total  amount  paid  is  oharge- 
able  to  the  Municipality  where  the  mother  has  established  her  residence. 

Those  who  receive  the  allowance  are  also  entitled  to 
assistance  under  the  Federal  Family  Allowance  Act.  No  reduction  has 
been  made  in  the  scale  of  Mothers'  Allowance  on  this  account  nor  is 
any  reduction  contemplated. 

Durii^  the  year  there  were  213  new  cases  granted 
assistance  and  250  cases  removed  from  the  roll.  There  were  215  ad¬ 
justments  made  in  the  amounts  granted,  79  being  increased  and  136  de¬ 
creased. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1945-46,  1559  widows  with  a 
total  of  3275  children,  have  received  assistance  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Act.  The  average  monthly  allowonoo  in  pay  per  child  was  $14.48. 

Periodical  investigations  into  the  oiroumstanoas  of 
each  beneficiary  are  made  and  reports  submitted. 
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The*  following  is  a  statement  showing  how  the  allowances  wore 


distributed  throughout 

the  Province: 

• 

Municipality 

No.  of  Mothers 

No.  of  Children 

Edroont  on 

200 

364 

Celery 

128 

230 

Lethbridge 

25 

48 

Medicine  Hat 

21 

46 

Wotaskiwin 

3 

4 

Red  D«er 

6 

16 

Drumheller 

5 

11 

Towns 

109 

217 

Villages 

59 

124 

Municipal  Distriots 

665 

1451 

Improvement  Districts 

280 

655 

Speoial  Areas 

42 

77 

Government 

16 

32 

1559 

3275 

it:-  . 


Rospect fully  submitted, 


•••At.  hJ’iterj.riti*"*' 


W.  BULLOCK 

Superintendent 

Mothers’  Allowance  Brenoh 
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GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA 
Department  qf  Public  Welfare 


Edmonton,  Alberta. 
Deo  ember  30,  1040* 


Honourable  Dr.  W.  W.  Gross, 
Minister  of  Public  Welfare, 
EDMONTON,  Alberta. 


Sir: 

In  accordance  with  Section  10  of  ’'The  Old  Age 
Pensions  Aot,  Alberta"  the  Pensions  Authority  herewith 
submits  an  eighteenth  Annual  Report  of  its  proceedings, 
suoh  report  covering  the  fiscal  year,  April  l,  1945,  to 
March  31,  1946. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  _ "R.  Wilding" 

Chairman 

"W.  Bullock" _ 

Member  of  the  Board 

"A.  Blaokle" _ 

Member  of  the  Board 
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PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA 
DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 
EIGHTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

OLD  AGE  PENSIONS  BOARD 

FOR  THE  YEAR  APRIL  1,  1945  to  MAROH  31,  1946 


OLD  AGE  PENSIONS ; 

During  the  year  Old  Age  Pensions  continued  to  show  a 
substantial  gain  over  the  previous  year.  2206  applications  were  re¬ 
ceived;  this  was  an  increase  of  426  over  the  previous  year.  Old  Age 
Pensions  were  granted  to  1871  applicants,  154  applications  were  re¬ 
jected  beoause  the  applicants  were  not  eligible  for  pension  under  the 
Act  and  Regulations. 

At  March  31,  1946,  there  were  12,098  persons  receiving 
old  age  pension  in  this  Provinoe,  an  increase  of  680  over  the  previous 
year.  10,333  of  these  were  receiving  the  maximum  pension  and  1,765 
were  receiving  pension  at  a  lower  rate  than  the  maximum. 

During  the  year  the  amount  of  $3,420,505.49  was  paid  in 
old  age  pensions,  an  increase  of  $265,541.96  over  the  previous  yea*. 

BLIND  PEN 51 ONS : 


During  the  year  41  applications  for  blind  pension  were 
received,  a  decrease  of  6  from  the  previous  year.  38  new  Blind 
pensions  were  granted,  7  applications  were  rejected  because  the  applic¬ 
ants  were  not  eligible  under  the  Regulations  governing  pensions  to  the 
Blind. 

At  March  31,  1946,  there  were  269  persons  receiving 
Blind  Pensions  in  this  Province. 

During  the  year  $77,141.18  was  paid  in  Blind  Pensions 
in  this  Province,  an  inorease  of  $4,945.72  over  the  previous  year. 

PROVINCIAL  SUPPLEMENTARY  ALLOWANCE: 


At  March  31,  194  6,  12,000  old  age  pensioners  and  blind 
pensioners,  living  in  the  Province  of  Alberta,  were  receiving  provin¬ 
cial  supplementary  allowance  in  addition  to  their  pensions. 

During  the  year  we  paid  to  Alberta  resident  pensioners 
a  total  of  $705,865.74  in  Provincial  supplementary  allowances. 

In  addition  to  the  above  we  paid  to  British  Columbia  the 
sum  of  $40,570.52  for  Alberta  pensioners  who  have  been  transferred  to 
British  Columbia.  We  received  from  British  Columbia  a  total  of 
$5,223.93  for  British  Columbia  pensioners  transferred  to  Alberta. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  by  agreement  between  the 
province  of  Alberta  dnd  the  province  of  Saskatchewan,  effective  July  1, 
1945,  $5.00  per  month  is  paid  to  Alberta  pensioners  who  have  gone  to 
reside  in  Saskatchewan,  while  $5.00  per  month  is  paid  to  Saskatchewan 
t^-si oners  who  have  come  to  reside  in  Alberta. 


During  the  9  months  since  this  agreement  became  effective 
we  have  paid  to  Saskatchewan  the  sum  of  $2,667.17  for  Alberta  pensioners 
who  have  been  transferred  to  the  Province  of  Saskatchewan.  We  received, 
during  the  same  period,  $6,467.78  from  the  Province  of  Saskatchewan  for 
their  pensioners  transferred  to  Alberta. 
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OLD  AGE  APPLICATIONS  AND  PENSIONS 

April  1st.  1945  to  March  31st.  1946 


Applications  received  . 2206 

Applications  granted . .......1871 

Applications  rejected: 

Not  Pension  age..... . 49 

Laoking  required  residence .  4 

Not  a  British  Subject .  5 

Income.... .  36 

Transfer  of  Property .  27 

Applications  withdrawn . 18 

Appli cations  not  completed . 15  154 

Pensioners  deceased . . . H21 

Pensions  suspended .  114 

Pensions  re-instated . 110 

Pensioners  transferred  to  othe r  Provinces. . 333 

Pensioners  transferred  from  other  Provinces . . . 267 

Pensions  increased . 181 

Pensions  reduced . 126 

Portal  ans  at  March  31st,  1945 . 11,418 

Add:  Peusions  granted  during  1945-1946 . 1,871 

”  Parisians  transferred  from  other  Provinces .  267 

M  Poneions  re-instated . 110  13.666 

Deduct:  Pensioners  deceased  during  the  year . 1,121 

"  Ponei  ons  suspended . . 114 

H  Pensions  transferred  to  other  Prcw  inces . . .  333 _ 1.568 

Total  Pensioners  on  payroll  at  March  31/46.  ••».•••••» .  12,098 

Pensioners  receiving  the  maximum  pension . .  10,333 

Persioners  receiving  $20.00  but  less  than  $25.00.... 1,231 

Pensioners  receiving  less  than  $20.00  pension..*. .....  534 

12,098 

Number  of  Pensioners  receiving  monthly 


Supplementary  Allowance  at  March  31,  1946:  12,000 

Average  Old  Age  Pension . . . $24.12  monthly 
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amp  jut  paid  in  old  ag^  pujsions 


APRIL  1.  1945  to  MARCH  31.  1946 

Total  amount  paid  pensi  oners  in  Alberta  . #3,456,296.13 

Lt?ss:  Totsl  aanoaiat  of 

Less:  Total  amount  reooivod  from 
deceased  pensioner's  estates 

and  previous  years*  refunds . .  37.408,94  88.102.18 


Adds  Am  cunt  paid  to  other  Provinces 
and  N.W..T.  for  pensioners 
with  Alberta  residence . 109,665.82 

Leas:  Aracunt  received  from  other 
Provinces  and  N.W.T.  for 
pensioners  with  residence  in 
other  provinces . .  57.354.28 


Domi ni on  Gove mment  * s  Sha re  #2.526,214.64 


AMOUNTS  CHARGED  TO  MUNICIPAL  UNITS 
1945  -  1946 


CITIES; 

Calgary. ..... 

Edmonton . 

Lethbridge . . . 
Medioine  Hat. 
Wetaskiwin. . . 

Red  Deer . 

Dxumheller.  . . 

Municipal  Districts.. 
Improvement  Districts 

Villages . . . . . 

Towns . 


28,676.50 

30,561.94 

4,462.34 

3,958.81 

1,173.30 

777.34 

676.30 


#3.368.193.98 


52.311.54 

#3.420.505,49 


70.286,53 

110,323.75 

35,767.80 

14,622.30 

20,117.47 


$  251,117.85 

Unclassified  (P.G.) .  5.575,64 

$  256,693,49 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  OLD  AGE  PENSI  PIERS  BY  MUNICIPAL  RESIDENCE: 


As  at  March  31,  1946 . 

Cities;  Calgary .  1,340 

Edmonton .  1,434 

Lethbridge . 202 

Medicine  Hat .  187 

Wetaskiwin . 52 

Red  Deer .  39 

Drumhell  . . * .  31  3.285 

Municipal  Districts. • •  4,729 

Improvement  Districts .  1,543 

Villages . . .  659 

Towns.  . . . .  ®«51 

Uylb  •••••••••» •»•.*»•• ••••*»••*»•»*•••  »••••»*»*•*»•••»  sm 

froa  other  Ptrmnsrea.  .  ..  444 

Special  Areas* . . 301 

12,098 


/ 
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CONDITIONS  AND  Cl ROUMSTANOES  OF  OLD  AGE  PIflJSl ONERS 

Granted  during 
1945  -  1946 


SEX  Male 

Female 


101? 

854 

1871 


CONJUGAL  STATE 

Married 

r  / 

Single 

Widowed 

Separated 

Divorced 


941 

209 

652 

62 

_ 7 

1871 


Classification  of  Peas  ions  authorized 
during  1945-1946.  aocording  to  age 

Age  Number  of  Pensioners 


70  . 

71  . 

72  . 

73  . 

74  . 

75  . 

76  to  80.... 
81  to  89.... 
90  -  upwards 


937 

286 

185 

115 

77 

59 

148 

61 


1871 


British  subjects  by  birth .  1117 

British  subjects  by  naturalization . . .  754 


1  091 
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AFPLI CATIONS  AND  PEEEI CNS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

April  1st,  1945  to  March  31st,  1946. 


Applioati  cams  received . .  • ..  * . ...  •  •  .41 

Pens!  ens  granted . ..••••.••...••••••••.,38 


Aopliceti  ons  rejected: 


Incane . . . . . .  1 

Applicant  not  blind,  as 

required  by  the  A<jt. . . 6 

—  7 


Blind  Pensioners  as  at  March  31,  1945........ . ...247 

Add:  Pensions  granted  during  1945-46 . . .  38 

”  Pensions  transferred  from 

other  Provinces . . . .  4 

”  Pensions  re-instated.... . . . .  2  291 


Deduct:  Pensioners  deceased  during  the  year . . . 10 

n  Pensions  susp ended. . .  4 

*  Pensions  transferred  to  othe r  Provinces. ...... .  8  22 

Total  Blind  Pensioners  as  at  March  31,  1946 . .  209 

r‘.V-  '  '  . .  •  ’  ;  • .  •  ■  ,i 


CONDITION  AND  CIRCUMSTANCES  QF  BLIND  PENSIONERS 

Added  during  fiscal 
year.  1945  -  1946 

SEX 

Male  24 

Female  14 

38 

CONJUGAL  STATE 


Married  20 

Single  9 

Widowed  5 

Separated  , _ 4 

38 

, 

nationality 

British  by  birth  24 

British  by  naturalization  14 


i$  Tj&EC; 
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amcvot  pat n  in  pension^ 

19  45  -  1940 

Total  amount  paid  to  Blind  Pensioners  in  Alberta, 

April  1,  1945  to  March  31,  1946 .  $  77,239.86 

Less:  Toted  amount  of  refunds..... . ,$  481.00 

Less:  Amcunt  reooveied  from  deceased  Blind 

Pensioners'  Estates  and  previous  year's 

refunds . 25.00  506.00 

4  76,733.86 

Add:  Amount  paid  to  other  Provinces  and  N.W.T. 

for  pensioners  with  Alberta  residence . $2, 052. 99 

Less:  Amount  received  from  other  Provinces  and 
N.W.T.  for  pensioners  with  residence  in 

other  provinces... .  1,645.67  407.32 

4  77,141.18 

y“  (  r  •  t  ' 

Dominion  Government's  Share . $  57,550.39 

AMOUNTS  CHARGED  TO  MUNICIPAL  UNITS 

PITIES:  Calgary . $  714.19 

Edmontcn . 824.60 

Lethbridge. .  48.00 

Medicine  Hat . . .  70.80 

Drumheller .  57.60  $  1,715.19 


Municipal  Districts . 2,398.81 

Improvement  Districts .  848.15 

Villages .  .......... . 166.96 

Towns  . . 222.80 

5,351.91 

Unclassified  (P.G.) .  345.60 

#  5,697.51 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  BLIND  PENSIONERS  BY 
MUNICIPAL  RESIDENCE 

. 

CITIES:  Calgary . * .  32 

Eamonton. .  * .  . .  37 

Lethbridge... .  2 

Medicine  Hat . . . 4 

Drumheller. .  3  78 


Municipal  Districts. . 105 

Improvement  Districts .  41 

Villages . 7 

Towns . . . •  •••  9 

Unclassified  (P.G.) . 13 

Transferred  fra m  otter  Provinces. ...............  8 

$3V>Si  *1  . . £ 


Ave rage  Blind  Pcnsi on. . . . .  $24.51  monthly 
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ALBERTA 

SUPPLY f  ENT ARY  PROVINCIAL  AT  .T. CHANGE 


by  fttotui or/  \y  nti  *l1vw*^«r  wt  p*-*  WttlM 

1 3  paid  to  old  ego  pen»lon<irn  and  blind  panal  one  »«  rusldunt  In  AJba*:l* 
who  were  granted  their  panel  on  by  the  Alberta  Panel  on  Authority j 
and  by  agreement  with  the  Province  of  British  Columbia  a  similar 
allowance  is  paid  to  all  Alberta  pensioners  resident  in  British 
Columbia  and  to  all  British  Columbia  pensioners  resident  in  Alberta. 

In  addition,  by  agreement  between  the  Province  of  Alberta 
and  the  Province  of  Saskatchewan,  effective  July  1,  1945,  $5.00  pea* 
month  is  paid  to  Alberta  pensioners  who  have  gone  to  reside  in  Sask¬ 
atchewan,  while  $3.00  per  month  is  paid  to  Saskatchewan  pensioners  who 
have  oome  to  reside  in  Alberta. 

The  above  allowance  i8  paid  in  addition  to  Pons  ion. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  PROVINCIAL  ALLOWANCE 


Total  amount  paid  to  pensioners  in  Alberta  I  716,159.97 

Less:  Amount  of  year’s  refunds . . .  10.294.23 

$  705,865.74 


Add!  Amount  paid  to  British  Columbia  for 

Alberta  pensioners  resident  there...  $  40,570.52 

Losa:  Amount  received  from  British 
Columbia  for  their  pensioners 

resident  in  Alberta. .....  . . . .  3.223.93  35.346.59 

$  741,212.33 

Add:  Amount  paid  to  Se^&tchewan, 

July  1,  1945  to  March  31,  1946, 
for  Alberta  pensioners  resident 

the  re. . .  . . .  2.667 .17 

$  743,879.50 

Least  Amount  received  from  Saskatchewan, 

July  1,  1945  to  March  31,  1946, 

for  their  pensioners  resident  in  •>: 

Alberta.......  . . .  •  «•••  6.467  >78 

TOTAL  coat  to  the  Provinoe  of  Alburta . .  $  737,411.72 
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GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  ALBERT  A 
Department  of  Publio  Welfare 


Edmonton,  Alberta. 
February  21at,  1947. 


A.  A.  Mackenzie,  Esq., 

Deputy  Minister  of  Publio  Welfare, 

Edraont  on . 

Sir: 

1  reepeotfully  submit  herewith  a  brief  Summary  of  the  work 
carried  en  by  the  Qhild  Welfare  Branch  of  your  Department 
for  the  fiscal  year  April  1st,  1945,  to  March  31st,  1946. 


CHAS.  B.  HILL 

SUPERINTENDENT,  6F  CHILD  WELFARE 


21/2/47 


37  - 


NEGLLCT&D  AND  DEPENDENT  CHILDREN 

In  the  fiscal  year  1945-46,  710  children  wore  m;Uo  Wevrds 
cf  the  Governne nt ,  this  being  an  increase  of  106  over  the  fiscal  year 
1944-45.  528  of  these  were  infants,  one  year  or  under.  This  inorease 

can  largely  be  attributed  to  marital  discord  following  the  war  years 
where  parents  failed  to  rehabilitate  their  families*  In  such  Qases  the 
children  having  been  found  neglected  are  made  Wards  of  the  Government 
and  the  Superintendent  of  Child  W0lfare  becomes  their  legal  guardian* 
The  placing  of  permanent  Wards  of  the  Government  in  free  foster  homes 
shows  an  increase  of  64.  641  were  plaoed  in  the  fisoal  year  1945-46  in 

comparison  with  577  in  the  fisoal  year  1944  -45.  The  procedure  of  pro¬ 
viding  a  thorough  medioal  examination  which  includes  a  wasserraan  test 
is  executed  with  every  child  placed  with  foster  parents.  In  addition, 
the  results  of  this  examination,  together  with  a  complete  case  history 
is  supplied  to  the  foster  parents  prior  to  the  child  being  placed  in 
their  heme. 

HOME  INVESTIGATION  COMMITTEE 

The  Home  Investigating  Committee  consisting  of  three 
members  again  completed  a  very  successful  and  busy  year.  The  Chairman, 
Mr.  R.  Wilding,  and  his  Board  members  dealt  with  and  reviewed  624 
applications.  Their  approval  was  given  to  572  applications  and  they 
rejected  52  applications  for  lack  of  the  proper  qualifications.  In 
addition  to  the  above  work  the  Committee  through  their  field  workers 
are  responsible  for  the  regular  inspection  of  foster  homes  where  child¬ 
ren  have  been  placed  by  the  Department.  1633  inspections  were  carried 
out  during  the  year  without  any  notification  to  the  foster  parents 
that  the  worker  was  going  to  call  at  their  home.  It  again  may  be  re¬ 
iterated  that  this  Committee  through  their  very  thorough  and  efficient 
manner  is  largely  responsible  for  the  high  degree  of  success  that  is 
attributed  to  the  Department  in  the  obtaining  of  proper  foster  homes 
for  our  neglected  children. 

LEGAL  ADOPTIONS 

The  various  judges  of  the  District  Court  in  Alberta 
granted  457  legal  adoptions  during  the  fiscal  year  1945-46  and  this  was 
an  increase  of  57  over  the  last  fiscal  year.  All  legal  adoptions  must 
be  made  by  a  Judge  of  the  District  Court.  It  is  provided  that  a  Ward 
must  remain  in  its  foster  home  one  year  before  the  legal  adoption  oan 
be  carried  out  and  although  a  provision  is  allowed  in  the  Act  for  ex¬ 
ceptional  cases,  this  procedure  is  very  rarely  exercised.  All  records 
concerning  the  adoption  are  made  available  to  the  Judge  at  the  time  the 
legal  adoption  is  executed. 

CHILDREN  OF  UNMARRIED  PARENTS. 

The  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  reported  that  855  child- 
ren  were  born  out  of  wedlock  in  the  Province  in  the  year  1945-46*  This 
was  an  increase  of  10  over  the  last  fiscal  year.  The  Child  Welfare 
Act  so  provides  that  a  Mother  of  a  child  born  out  of  wedlock  may  apply 
to  the  Child  Welfare  Commission  for  advice  and  assistance  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  child.  It  may  be  well  to  note  at  this  time  that  no 
child  born  out  of  wedlock  can  be  taken  from  the  Mother  without  her 
consent  or  by  Court  Order;  nor  does  the  Commission  or  its  workers  in 
any  way  attempt  to  influence  the  Mother  to  forfeit  her  child  for  adop¬ 
tion.  By  the  statutes  the  Commission  is  under  obligation  to  take  such 
lawful  action  against  the  putative  father  as  may  seem  to  be  in  the 
interest  of  the  Mother  or  the  child.  Should  the  Mother  desire  that 
this  action  be  taken  against  the  putative  father,  every  effort  is  made 
by  the  Commission  to  bring  this  matter  to  a  successful  conclusion  and 
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the  trial  takes  place  in  Camera.  No  person  other  than  the  Officers 
of  the  Court,  the  complainant,  the  defendant  (the  putative  father) 
and  their  respective  oounsel  shall  be  permitted  at  the  hearing. 
Following  this  hearing  all  payments  ordered  by  a  Judge  againat  the 
putative  father  is  bound  to  be  made  to  the  Child  Welfare  Commission 
or  to  such  persons  as  the  Commission  may  from  time  to  time  direct* 
By  this  means  $51,911.42  was  collected  from  putative  fathers  during 
the  fiscal  yaar. 

JUVENILE  OFFENDERS 


721  juveniles  were  brought  before  the  courts  during 
the  fiscal  year  1945-46.  This  is  a  decrease  of  52  over  the  last  fis¬ 
cal  year.  Although  we  are  pleased  to  report  this  steady  deoline  in 
the  number  of  juvenile  delinquents  appearing  before  the  various 
Juvenile  Courts  in  the  Province,  it  is  anticipated  that  the  next  annual 
report  will  reveal  a  very  merked  decline.  37  juvenile  offenders  were 
made  Wards  of  the  Government ;  this  beiig  on  increase  of  6  over  the 
last  fiscal  year* 

As  anticipated  the  appointment  of  Juvenile  Court  Judges 
in  the  cities  of  C^lgery  and  J^dmonton  has  assisted  greatly  in  the 
decline  of  Juvenile  offences  committed  in  our  two  major  cities.  The 
work  of  our  Juvenile  Court  Judges  throughout  the  Province  should  n6t, 
Sir,  be  overlooked  or  uncomplimented  upon,  for  their  understanding, 
patience  and  fortitude  has  resulted  in  many  of  our  juvenile  offenders 
becoming  the  proper  citizens  of  tomorrow. 

..  I  •  ’•  ti  ./ 

STATISTICS 

The  following  appendixes  of  statistics  covering  the 
various  matters  discussed  in  this  report  are  attached  hereto  and  we 
believe  are  most  thoroughly  compiled  to  assist  the  reader. 

1 

APPRECIATION 


Before  concluding  this  report,  Sir,  I  should  like  to 
convey  through  you,  a  special  appreciation  to  the  many  Church  organiza¬ 
tions,  service  clubs,  community  leagues  and  individual  citizens  who 
have  taken  such  an  active  interest  in  the  children  of  this  Provinoe 
and  have  provided  both  financially  and  with  untiring  efforts  the  many 
after  school  activities  for  the  children  to  partake  in. 

I  am  convinced  that  should  this  work  be  continued  on 
even  a  greater  scale,  the  number  of  juvenile  offenders  will  become 
almost  negligible  in  our  Province. 

The  work  of  the  Commission  has  also  been  greatly  assist¬ 
ed  by  the  many  Institutions  which  have  received  and  cared  for  many 
children  with  whom  it  was  otherwise  impossible  to  deal.  Again  this 
year  the  medical  profession  has  given  its  services  most  willingly,  in 
many  cases  without  the  thought  of  remuneration  in  order  that  their 
skill  might  enable  the  unfortunate  child  to  have  his  physical  defeots 
remedied  in  order  that  he  or  she  may  take  its  place  in  society  as  a 
normal  citizen. 

I 
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GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA 
DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 


'■  4  *  i  . 


Edmonton,  Alberta, 
February  21,  1947, 


. 


Mr.  A.  A.  Mackenzie, 

Deputy  Minister  of  Public  Welfare, 

Edmonton,  Alberta. 

Sir: 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  on  the  activities  of 
the  Accounts  Branch  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  March  31, 
1946. 

The  amalgamation  of  the  Department’s  several 
Branches  which  includes  Direct  and  Medical  Assistance,  Single- 
men,  Metis  Rehabilitation,  Child  Welfare,  Mothers’  Allowance, 
Old  Age  and  Blind  Pensions  was  completed.  The  combining  of 
these  units  necessitated  almost  a  complete  change  in  the 
accounting  methods  of  each;  the  payments  and  receivables  of 
which  are  balanced  monthly  to  a  controlling  figure  in  the 
Department  Accountant’s  Office. 

All  accounts  submitted  received  prompt  attention, 
there  being  no  undue  delay  in  the  payment  thereof.  The 
figures  as  set  out  in  the  Public  Accounts  show  the  true 
financial  operations  of  the  Department. 

There  were  many  Staff  changes  due  to  promotions, 
transfers  and  resignations.  New  responsibilities  were  accept* 
ed  cheerfully  and  assumed  with  diligenoe. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


.  — > .. 


RAY  G.  HAGEN 
Acoountant 
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GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA 
DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 

HOMES  FOR  AGED  OR  INFIRM  ACT 

Although  this  Act  has  been  in  effect  for  a  period 
of  only  one  year  we  find  that  no  fewer  than  61  Municipalities 
are  taking  advantage  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  The 
Provinoe  is  providing  grants  towards  the  maintenance  of  385 
persons  in  the  23  homes  that  have  been  licensed.  All  of  theee 

homes  have  been  inspected  on  two  or  more  occasions  during  the 

*  - 
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WELFARE 


22/2/47 


DATE  DUE 

DATE  DE  RETOUR 

HAY  3  1)  JSS0 

ALBERTA 


LEGISLATURE  LIBRARY 

216  LEGISLATURE  BUILDING 
EDMONTON,  ALBERTA 


